Peritoneoscopy as a diagnostic supplement to liver function tests and liver scan in patients with carcinoma.
Liver function tests, liver scintigraphy and peritoneoscopy were carried out in 240 patients with carcinoma. Hepatic invasion was demonstrated by peritoneoscopy essentially when both of the other tests were positive. However, in one-third of the patients, peritoneoscopy revealed the presence of other pathologic changes which could account for the positivity of either of the other diagnostic procedures. The status of the liver, with regard to presence or absence of metastases, could be microscopically documented in 59 patients. False-negative findings of liver chemistry tests, liver scan and peritoneoscopy were seen in 27, 42 and 36 per cent, respectively, of the patients while the rate of false-positive results was 15, 10 and 3 per cent, respectively. The rate of false-negative peritoneoscopy examinations in the absence of simultaneous positivey of the two other investigations was insignificant. These data indicate that liver chemistry tests, liver scan and peritoneoscopy play a major and complementary role in the screening of patients with carcinoma.